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ties that unite the heavenly flame with the earth] 
clod? © You undetſtand juſt nothing of the matter. 
Ss it is: but how,-none can tell, 


ſpreads your 5 
violent ahger? Preſently the body trembles. Theſe 


you account fot them 
| 1 3 Fe ? as 


8 . * 1 
more hand ð ͤ he 
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mind. Permit me then to go on. You believe 


ut can you e e 'how ? What are the 
eavenly flame with the earthly 


12. You ſyrelybelievdyou have a Body; together 
with your foul, and that each is dependent on the 


other. Run only à thorn into your hand; imme- 


diately pain is felt in your foul,” On the other ſide, 


4 


is ſhame felt Jo your ſoul ? Inſtantly a bluſh over- 


k. Does the ſoul feel fear or 


alſo are facts which you cannot deny: nor can 


1. I bring but one inſtance more. At the com- 
mand of your ſoul, your hand is lifted up. But 


of thoſe 


: 


who is able to account for this? for the connec- 


tion between the act of the mind, and the outward. 
actions? Nay, who can account for muſcular mo- 


tion at all, in any inſtance of it whatever? When 


one of the moſt ingenious Phyſicians in England 


had finiſhed his leQure upon that head, he added, 
* Now, gentlemen, I have told you alt the dif- 


matter, you underſtand 
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Ihe ſhort of the matter is this. Thoſe who: will 
not believe any thing but what they can compre- 

hend, muſt not believe, that there is a ſun in the 

firmament, that there is light fhining around them, 
that there is air, though it encompaſſes: them on 
every fide, that there is any earth, though they 


ſtand upon it. They muſt not believe that they _—_ 
foul, no, nor that they have a body. — 


us 
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exe, Left willingly 3 and 1 vehenjently refuſe to. 
be convinced. of noſt hoſe : 
who do not believe à Trinity, are of the lame 


| you have à ſoul connected with this houſe of clay. 


coveries af our enlightened age. And now, if you 
underſtand one jot of 
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Sq 4. But, Secondly, as ſtr ange as it may. ſeem, in 
requiring you to believe, There are Three that bear 
rekord in heaven, the, Father, the Mord, and the Holy 
Ghoſt; and theſe Three are One; you are not re- 
| quired to believe any myſtery. | Nay, that great 
and,good man, Dr. Peter Browne, ſometime Biſhop 
ol Cork, bas proved;at large, that the Bible does 
not require you to believe any myſtery at all. The 
Bible barely requires, you, to believe ſuch. fad, 
not the manner of them. Now the myſtery does 
6 not lie in the fact, but altogether in the manner. 


For inſtance. Cad ſaid,' let there be light, and 
there was light, I believe it: I believe the plain 
Fall thete is no myſtery at all in this. The myſ- 
ster lies in the manner of it. But of this L believe 
nothing at all; nor does God require it of me. 1 
: Again. The word was made fleſh. I believe this 
fact alſo. There is no myſtery in it; but as to the 
manner lou he was made fleſh, wherein the myſ- 
$ _ 14ery lies, I know nothing about it, I believe no- 
1 thing about it. It is no more the object of my 
12 faith, than itis of my underſtanding . 
FCC oiß; 
-- 25. To apply this to the caſe before us. There 
are Three that bear recurd in kenden And theſe Three 
are One. I believe this ſast alſo, (if I may uſe the 
. expreſſion,) That God is Three and One. But the 
manner, how, I do not eomprehend: and Ido not 
believe it. Now in this, in the manner,; lies the 
myſtery: and fo it may; I have no concern with 
it. It is no object of my faith; I believe juſt o 
much as God has revealed and ne more. But 
this, the manner, he has not revealed : therefore 
I believe noth ing about ir. Put would rt not be 
abſurd in me; to deny the fat, becauſe I do not 
underſtandithe manner? That is, to feject tt 
Cod thas revealed, becauſe 1 do not comprehend | 
fat hi has not e ne eie 
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16 This 10 a 1 much to U ed There 
are many things, Which eye hath not ſeen, nor ear 
heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man 2 
conceive. Part 6f theſe God hath revealed to us by 5 5 
his Spirit 7 revealed, that is, unveiled,” uncovered: 
that part he requires us to believe. Part Wine 
he has not revealed : that we need not, and indeed ; 
cannot 2 prank ob it is far dove out of our ä a 

7 ii „n 

Now 1880 5 the -wiſdom. of rejecting t 1 is 
revealed, becauſe we do not underſtand what is 


} 


not revealed? Of denying- the Fart, which Cod e | 6, 


has unveiled, becauſe we cannot» ſee the manner 

which 1 1s veiled fill? 1 85 Ps 1 „ 1 
17¹ Especially en we lids thay wha God 

has been pleaſed to reyeal u — this head; is far Wo. 

from being a point of 1nd! erence, is atruth' of [= 

the laſt importance. It enters into the very heart = 

of Chriſtia ity; it lies at the root * oF alt. witak _ 

N . 15 een iy" 1 1 80 
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nour the Son, even af they honowus the Faller? 4 . 
know not What to do,“ (ſays Sagtnus in a letter töobo 
his friend,) 6: with} my untoward followers: * They „ 
will not worſhip Jeſus Chriſt, I tell them, it is | | 
written, Let all the angels of God worſhip him. They | 
anſwer, However that be, if he is not God, We 
dare not worſhip him. For, It is written thou alt 2 
vor ip the Lord wt Got, and hum * alt thou 


ſerve,” a 


15 4 


But 9 Wing dich I 1050 ha mean is 
this: The knowledge of the Three-One God, is 
interwoven with all true CHATTING: F zich, wich all 
vital 9 "a 

| . | * 3 | 1 | 

1 do not ſay, that every real e can n fay ©; ©1241 
with the Marquis de Renty, © I bear about with 7 
me nn an experimental verity, mY a _ple- Gb 

| * nitude EE 
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3 . of the Reer the ever bleſſed Trinicy, 


2 TIO K, apprehend t is is not the. TO IIS of: bake 
| ou rather ebert, c. . we 


LS = 35 But l know: not how any: one 5 
5 | believer, till he hath (as St. John ſpeaks) the wit. 
EF. nz in Kine If till the Spirit # ol watneſſeth with 
© . » tus ſpirit, that he ks a- chald of God:: that's, in-ef- 

1 _ - feb, till God the Holy Ghoſt 2 5 that God 

| ; the Father has accepted him, through the merits 


| | of God, the Son; and having this witneſs, he ho- 

| | ___ -_ nours the Son, and the YR . 05 he 

BY aun the Fable. . 

EE; „„ 119510 77 ur 
3 18. Not that every Chriſtian believer adrerts to] 
1 Res perhaps. at- firſt not one in twenty ; but if 
OE vou alk any of: them a few, qusſtions, you will 
| | "ably find, it is e in What, he. believes, BY 


F 


1 1 5 — Ido bot e how it is ,offible for any 

5 to 3 vital religion, who denies that theſe Three 
1 5 dare One. And all my hope for them is, not that 
N 5 they will 'be Lech ann. their unbelief, (unleſs 
1 W the footing of; honeſt: Heathens, upon the plea 
a 7 invincible ignorance,) put that God, be ſore they 
f Sies will 5 them, to , the: ee Be TAG 
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* us from heaven of good: things. Rem, *. 15. „Ihe 5 
ſubſtande of it is-3* to tell fallen, condemned ſinbes 
of the human race, That Jeſus is the Chriſt, Wb 
came into the world. to- ſave the of Gianers.: 3 
that God hath given us eternal Aifey: and- that this 
life is in bis ſon : that · God is in Chriſty reconciling - 
the world to himſelf, &. All theſe things taken 
| tether. in their bleſſed. and extenſive import ag 
entring in one point is the gofßpel. And theſe 
things are told us openly and ſteely, that · we might On 
believe:that-Jeſas is the Chriſt, the fon of God's | ip 
| and thatbelieving we might have life. Inchis: | . | 
or in What is declared concerning/him 8 
dur. This Goſpel was preached to Adanr. in * 
firſt promiſe ; Pars <7 when it was told him 
that in ks :ſeed. all the nations of the carih ſhould 
be bleſſad/: to ſruel typically, in the whole ſyſtemm 
of ſactifiegs;z: prepbericuly, in the -pſalms .and in 5 
all the prophets ;: and jt is nom exhibited — 
florically and dectrinally in the neu teſtament 
tlie relation it gives us af the birth, liſe, denth, — - 
ſurrection and glorification of our Lord Jeſus, and 
the account it gives us of the true and glorious * WS 


ben of all theſe things. Were we to fam ug he... 
\Whole:; we ſhall find it to be as to its „ 
Main, a declaration: of er and fall falvationiin.  - © 
"Jeſus Chriſt, for Joſt, helpleſs aud condemned ſin-- 


nem. The redemption obtained by Jeſus Ohriſt. 
1 our view as gute neteſſury for our 6 


i ble A0 dur condition 


wn 7-v 9 Np \ N : 
* 4 Ss YE 3-4 
+ 4 37. — | 
; we * > NR . e 
; —_ 8 0 r * N 2 TY e * n > : 
5 * * * > 2 ES B © I F 2 1 9 7 * * * 
Io 75 Z 4 hy. . X 5 2 4 ks x WR (4. a } * 1 
4 2 4 x — „ * AED LL * 2 r - gd 
r i 7 oh, 
1 8 - ** : tf - 


— 
„* 


„ RL care 
free for our encouragement, and as guite full or 
-cempleat for our ſupply, This repreſentation is fo 

_ great and glorious, and contains ſugh joyf par- 

Caufars, that one would imagine it could , 

_ affording at once, the moſt enlivening light, the © 
moſt ſatisfying hope, the moſt ſolid joy, and the 
moſt ſpiritual ſtrength and life: to (ur ſouls. - Such 

zs certainly itsnature, ſuch is plainly its tendency, - 

And ſuch i its real influebce and effect, wherever 

jt is rightly underſtood and believed in its evidence 
aand importance. This we are certain it never 

Will be, without the divine teaching or influerce 

«of the ſpirit of truth and grace. - © . 
However hereby, the moſt valuable meſfage, 

and the moſt glad tidings. are brought us. This 

meſſage, ſome neglect, others miſunderſtand ; ſome _ 

125 deſpiſe and others diſpute it, while many under- 
; 5 Nand it ſo deſectively, that it conveys no more 

Pleaſure or ſatisfaction to their - minds, than if they 

bad never heard i', or did not at all underſtand it. 

80 that many perſons ſit under the ſound of it, who 

ate very - little, if at all, enlivened, encouraged, 

bor attracted by it. This proceeds from ſome 
remaining difficulties or | objeQtions, which ſtill BM — 

poſſeſs their minds, and hinder them of the joy, ; 
_-ſatisfaQtion, hope and love, that. would otherwiſe ; 

Ra:  tarife in their minds upon the belief of it. For 'tis F 
1 evident, that when this was preached of old, they i 
obo heard and underſtood it were glad and glori · t 


* * 
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5 ed the word of the Lord. Ad, xiii, 18. f 
Ty | Let us therefore ſearch a little into this matter, | 
and attend to the objections and difficulties which 
. _ =riſe in the mind ; whereby it comes to paſs that ar 
many receive no comfort and advantage to their WW pe 

_ "ſouls by the declaration of it; ſo that it is in reality ce 
nao gaßßel to hem. For we muſt neceſſarily take W 
it for gtanted, that it is in itſelf a oe 15 
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clans e it. would not deſerye that name - 
"It is then; evident, that to many theſe glad ti- 
+ dings don't convey any pleaſure, becauſe they do 
ear ſuited to their wants and deſires. .* Lis 
| thing quite foreign from their thoughts 
and wilhes; and fo. they deſpiſe” or neglect it. 
One ſays in his heart, If] 1 could bring me tidings+ | 
of ſome worldly honours to- be freely conferred, or 
olf ſome large ums of money to be freely given, 
this would rejoice my heart. Or if you could tell 
me where and how I might enjoy Juch and ſuch 
ſenſual pleaſures, this would be very acceptable,” 
| The language ſpoken by the hearts of others is 
to this effect. F ou could aſſure me any way, 
that I could, live * indulge myſelf in Gin, &c: 
with hopes 'of impunity, without fear of death or 
hell, this would be ver) good news to ine.” But 
üs evident in both thele caſes, the ſentiments of 
their hearts are directly contrary to the truth of 
God. For the former: account the world theit 
chief portion, and the latter eſteem fin their great- | 
eſt good, They don't perceive, they de notreally _ 
behere the Karle 5 and importance of the fal- 
vation in Jeſus Chriſt to their ſouls; and there“ 
—fore it does not wear. the. aſpect of good news in. 
their View. LE 
To others the proclamation of lalvation in brit 
alone is not good news, 1 do not ſee 
it to be "quite be for them. They do not Nt 
think their caſe to really ſo bad, 20 2 full and = 
free ſalvation intimates. 
But after all; there is another great Tolls, *w win 
the glad tidings of the bi. fed goſpel don” t convey © | 
any real ſatisfaction; and that is, becauſe the pro- 
per freeneſs of divine glace revealed, is not di- 
170 or credited. 0 


ut e in ent want, be told of ter OY . 
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ue ear ef grac. 


or a perfon in debt ready to be arreſted, be told orf 


a ftee, able and willing ſurety; could this fail of 


giving him pleaſure, hope and fatisfaQtion, on his 


hearing and believing it? And if it did not, would 


not every by-ſtander judge, that there muſt be 


ſome miſtake or doubt in his mind about it ?— 
Therefore, there muſt be ſome defect or miſtake 


in our apprehenſion, if we have not ſame fatis- 


fying hope coming into our minds from the free 
goſpel of full ſalvation ' in Jeſus Chriſt for an help- 
Told. LINE one. To TOTO nt 


Let me then repreſent, as clear as I can, what 


muſt be or may be the miſtake or doubt in the 


minds of max. BY 5 
1. *© The goſpel affords not gelief to my mind, 
(fays one) becauſe my fin, and guilt have been 


greater than many, than moſt, or than any others, 


Mine iniquities have increaſed over my head, and 
my tranſgreſſions mount up to the very heayeny, 
Look where I will I can find no relief ; whether 
look backward,” inyard, forward, or upward, 3 
is dark and dreadſul. My caſe is fo peculiar, m 
ſins are ſo aggravated, &c. I cannot apprehend, 
| that divine grace ſhould reach directly to ſuch a 
one as me.“ I Anſwer, are a y guilty finners ex- 
cluded out of the proclamation. of grace t If they 
| were, the goſpel would ceafe to be glad tidings, 
not only to you, but to every one elſe: for we 
have all finned and come ſhort of the glory of God; 
and if God ſhould mark iniquites, one could ſtand. 


Jou think that the goſpel may be joyful tidings to 


others, but not to you. . But why ſo? You fay, 
becauſe they are not ſo bad as I am and have been. 
This is the ſame as to ſay, that becauſe others are 
in ſome reſpects better than you, therefore they 
have more-reaſon-and better ground to hope in 
Chriſt than you have. 'But whoever thinks thus 
VVV 


— 


T be geſbel ef. grace. 2 
tis evident he does f not apprehend the grace of. 
God in Chriſt to be properly and direQly: free: 
and he imagines. that he muſt be ſomewhat better 
than he is, before he may hope in Chriſt. But 
we are directly told, that Chriſt came into the 


world to fave- the chief of ſinners; and that this 


faithful ſaying is worthy of a acceptation, and 

| conſequently worthy your acceptation, Whoevep © 

you be or whatſoever you have been. You are 
right in thinking yourſelf the chief of ſinners ; but 
you wrong the grace and goſpel of Chriſt, if you 
think or ſay, that you are not as welcome as any 
ſinner upon the face of this earth to the e © 
by Jeſus Chriſt. .. | 

2. Another may be- ſaying in- his beart, 5 But : 
after. all that the goſpel reveals, tis no comfort- 
ingor ſatisfying news to me; becauſe Iremember that 


»” 


- Chriſt did not purchaſe this redemption-for all man- 


Had; neither has God purpoſed) it for all; and 
therefore, though IL know, that thoſe” who ſhall 
be ſaved, are ſaved by grace quite free and ſo- 
vereign; yet I can be no way, comforted by this, 


becauſe 3 no marks or evidences 1 in my favour, . 


to prove that I am of the number of the elected 
and. itedeemed. I can therefore only entertain a 
general poſſib. lity, J may be faved as well as ano- 
ther; but this is far from being ſufficient to afford 
peace to my ſoul and conſcience.“ I readily reply. 
*Fis a real and important truth, that election an 
redemption are thus particular and ſpvereign, not 
univerſal nor conditional. But remember, that 8 
tho“ the redemption by Chriſt is not univerſal in - 
its intention, yet it is .ſo-in. its proclamation - tothe 
believed for ſalvation. John ii. 14—17. Read 
over theſe veiſes. and you may fee, that here is 
good news, here are glad tidings indeed, preſented 
60. gain the belief. of poor — ſinners. I his 
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free grace requires no previous marks or evidences 


of our own particular election or redemption, in 
order to afford immediate relief to the mind in' be- 


lieving it to be thus open and free. Tis true, 


God by his _ word requires us to believe the doc- 
trines of particular election and redemption; in 


order to give us à view of the ſovereignty of his 


grace, and to prevent us from thinking it to be. 
any way conditional, or ſuſpended upon any aQ- 


ings of ours. But yet it does by no means require 
us, to believe our own particular election or re- 
demption in order to our hope God: ward. Tt 
preſents the redempt on of Jeſus Chriſt directly 


before us as full and free; and whereſoever l 


takes proper effect upon the mind, conſcience and 
conduct, this is the proper and "only evidence of 


our own election. For our election of God is 
known by the goſpel coming with power, &c. 


I Theſſ. 1. 4. 5. Say not then, to allude to Run. 


K. 6. Tho ſhall aſcend into heaven 'for us, ko ſee 


whether our names are in the book of life ? But 
look into the goſpel and ſee whether thy name as 
a finner be not ok and whether the grace there- 
in revealed is not free for thee and for any. 


3. "Another's thought may be working this 2 | 


de But alas, after all you can fay, or I can find in 


the word about the freedom of divine grace, it 


S me no ſatisfaction; for I know that the work 

the holy ſpirit is neceſſary to bring the ſoul and 

Chriff together ; and becauſe. I do not find his in- 

fluence upon my heart, I am therefore'greatly per- 
plexed and at as great a loſs almoſt as if there was 

50 ſuch goſpel preached to me. 

I anſwer, tis very certain and Ahdeubted, that 


te ſpirit's work is neceſſary, ſovereign and effec- 


tual, But what then? Muſt we feel or be conſci- 


on 7 work We * ge : 
ore 
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tion to my ſdul 


© Se 


b b Wa oY 5 
fore we believe the teſtimony. of free grace, to the 
ſatisfaction of our cenfcienees ? If ſo, this would © 


utterly overturn the open freedom! of the grace of 4 
God: and the work of the ſpirit woulé be fo en- 3 


plained and concetved, as to ſtand in oppoſitiom to 
the word of the goſpel. In my view, there is - 


ſcarcely a clearer proof of the neceffity of the ſpi- 


fit's work to ſhow us the true grace of Ged ; than 
the continual propenfity appearing in us, thus do 
vert it or miſtake it, and to aim to place even | 
the confciouſineſs of the fpirit's work, detween a 
free Chriſt and our fouls. The ſpitit "Goes not 80 
ſpeak of bimſelf; His work is to how us the things 3 
of Chriſt, and to make us know the grace of God 


in the truth. Read the account given of his work 


and office in Jobn xvi. 7—11. and 1 Cor. ii. 
16, where it is 'moft fully explained ; and there 1 
you will ſee, that his work does by no means an — 

in oppofition to the freedom of goſpel grace; but on 
the contrary, tis a confirmation of it: for be ſets his 
ſeal to i it, when he brings this free grace to dur ae 


and fo gives us peace and ſatisfaction from it. 


4. The mind of another perſon may be per- 
plexed in-this mw © Jican receive no ſatisfac- 
om the goſpel report, becauſe 

the ſoripture ſays, unleſt u man be born aguin, he 
cannot jet the kingdom. of G. Now. I know not 


whether I am regenerated or no; I cannot find to 


my ſatis faction that I have any principle of grace 
in my heart; and therefore I can have no true 
pleaſure or peace, unleſs I can ſome way or other += > LL 
be aſſured of this. In this manner many fouls. «@ 
bring in abundance of objections againſt n 

and make the glad tidings of ſalvation in Chriſt df 

none effect to them; beeauſe they conceive, that 

a conſciouſneſs of their o] regeneration is pre- 

ren — * and . * 
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But rem 
that an aſſurance of our being regenerated is no 


5 way previouſly. neceſſary to a reſting the ſoul upon 


free forgiveneſsproclaimed in the goſpel. Suppoſe. 


then you do not know your own. regeneration, 
ſhould this hinder you, ſhould this diſcourage you 
from believing free. forgiweneſs and ſo, enjoying a 
conſcious intereſt therein by faith? Remember 
likewiſe, that ſo far as the thought of theſe defedds 


diſcourages you, ſo far they intimate you are ſeek- 


ing your encouragement ſome way, in and from 
your ſelves. But behold, ail this which you ima. 
gine you muſt be conſeious of, to beget and main- 


tain hope towards God ; all this J ſapy, is the ef- 


ſect of the faith of the goſpel upon the mind: for 
we are regenerated by the word of truth. James i. 
18. Tis therefore a ſenſe and fight . of this free 
grace truth which lies at the bottom of all the true 


change made in our thoughts, affections and conduct. 


5 · But ſome may farther ſay, Faith is neceſſary to 
5 falyation 3 now cannot find any faith in me; 1 
cannot 8 the act of truſting aright: I am not 

not ſtrength to believe. I reply; if 


by this complaint, you mean that you cannot be- 


lieve divine grace to be fo free, that yu may di- 
rectly reſt your ſou} upon it; that you are not per- 


ſuaded of the free ability of Chriſt to ſave to the 
uttermoſt; then I am called upon to offer evidence 


for it from the divine word, and to prove it from 


-thenee to your. conviction; on purpoſe that you 
may be ſatisfied of it and ſatisfied by it. 
But if you ſtill fay; ** 1 have no doubt about that; 
only I can receive no comfort from it for want of 
having and diſcerning faith and its exerciſes and ac- 
[tings in my ſoul.” Then tis evident, you are now 
-conceiving faith and its actings, in ſuch alight as to 


be a ſort of objection to the open direct ſreeneſs of 
W e divine 
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ember, ſuch is the freeneſs of graces | 
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divine grace: And ſo inſtead of believing it, you 
doin faRtobje@to-it, Whereas, if you did really 
believe it in its proper view, you would not make 


your want of any thing in yourſelf (call it faith or 
by any other name) an odjection; but would di- 


rectly have hope and relief from what you believe _ 


concerning the grace of God in Chriſt ; 2 being 
thus encouraged, and relieved, you would then 
know experimentally what it is to hope, truſt, love, 
&c, which you ſtrive at den in vain.— But 
to conclude, 

6. Some may ſtill e 9 1 ant I date not 
reſt ſatisfied in the general hope of the goſpel; Be- 
cauſe it does not, it cannot of itſelf 050 me believe 
it ever fo clearly and firmly) aſſure me of my own 
particular intereſt in Chriſt, . or that I all be 
ſaved by him, The goſpel is only a general open 
proclamation ; it does not ſay directly to any one, 
jou are elected, redeemed, regenerated, or in a 
ſtate of ſalvation. This is indeed a very great 
entanglement to many minds; and it is often ſo 
impreſs'd, as to render the goſpel i in all ĩts glory and 
5 of little uſe to relieve or ſupport the ſoul. 
For hereby they are driven to think the Goſpel 
inſufficient, and to ſeek after or wiſh to introduce 
ſomething more than what is therein exhibited, do 
raiſe, fupport, encourage and ſtrengthen the foul. 
— —Hat I apprehend is ariſes from one or other 
of thefe cauſes. 

Either (1 Ja deleftive: view of the proper dem 
of divine grace; or elſe (2.) a dels after and an 
eagerneſs for ſuch an affurance of ſalvation, as is 
neither neceſſary for us, nor would be uſeful to us. 
As to the Firff, What tho? the goſpel proclama- 
tion is open, general and unreſtrained, why may 
it not exhibit a free welcome, and afford àn im- 
mediate ground of hope and encouragement, to 
any finner as ſuch ? EN 
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